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Pangsiraman Spring/Citarum River Spring:
the biggest spring of six others found in Situ Cisanti region.

Citarum: The History at a Glance
Citarum river flows from Mount Wayang, in the
southern part of Bandung, to Kerawang. It measures
269 kilometers in length and is the longest river in
West Java.
Citarum river has a long, winding history. The word
Citarum is derived from Ci and Tarum. Ci or Cai in
Sundanese, literally means water and Tarum is a kind
of plant that produces a purple or violet coloured
dye.
Muara Gembong in Bekasi is an estuary of Citarum River

There are 7 springs found in Situ Cisanti, they are Pangsiraman,
Cikahuripan, Cikawedukan, Koleberes, Cihaniwung, Cisandane
and Cisanti. The biggest spring is Pangsiraman. It is common for
people living around this spring to bathe and pray in the spring
for ritual purposes.

In the 5th century, Jayasinghawarman built a small
village on the banks of Citarum river. This village
developed into a kingdom, and was then named
Tarumanegara Kingdom, the oldest Hindi Kingdom
in West Java. From then on, Citarum has played
an important role for people living in West Java.
Citarum was once a border between two
kingdoms, Galuh Kingdom and Sunda Kingdom
(later known as Tarumanegara Kingdom in 670
AD). In the 15th century, it also bordered Cirebon
Empire and Banten Empire.

Left: Dipati Ukur graveyard in Situ Cisanti  Tarumjaya village.
Kertasari Sub-district in Bandung Regency.
Below: a historical heritage of Tarumanegara Kingdom
A slate found in Ciaruteun river, Bogor Regency. It shows that
Tarumanegara was a huge kingdom.

Situ Cisanti area is a very popular spot for a weekend picnic.

Dangdeur Village, Bale Kambang Majalaya regency.
Along Citarum river, many people work as stone
breakers or sand diggers.

A stone breaker collects around 20 buckets of stones each day and ieach load is worth Rp.500 . In one week, they earn
approximately Rp. 10,000. It is common for husbands and wives from this area to work together as stone breakers or sand diggers.

Flood : Now and Then
Although it is true that Citarum river was once a healthy environment, history records that several floods have
hit Citarum in the past. And as a result of this, in 1810, Mayor R.A. Wiranatakusuma moved the capital of
Bandung from Krapyak (Dayeuh Kolot) to an area in Central Bandung. During the rainy season, it is common
for Citarum river to flood. Dayeuh Kolot and other areas nearby are usually affected by floods in Citarum.

Nowadays, people living around Citarum river
have to face more complex problems where
overpopulation creates too much burden for
the environment. This is made worse by
deforestation, waste disposal, farming,
industries, and disorganized spatial planning
etc.
In the past when floods hit the area, people
complained of common diseases, in particular
cold and diarrhea; today, however, they suffer
from more complicated diseases, such as skin
irritation, breathing difficulties, and moreover,
floods can cause material loss or even loss of
life.
For example, the residents of Sukamaju village
in Majalaya Regency claim that in the last ten
years floods always occur in their village during
the rainy season. Over time, floods in Sukamaju
village are becoming worse and worse. In the
past local residents had plenty of time to
anticipate the coming floods, but nowadays
they cannot escape from them so easily. These
days, it is common for them to find their
homes terribly damaged because of the floods,
or worse still, some of them even lose their
homes.

Sungai Citarum, yang merupakan sungai terpanjang di Jawa Barat

For example, the residents of Sukamaju village in Majalaya Regency claim that in the last ten years floods
always occur in their village during the rainy season. Over time, floods in Sukamaju village are becoming
worse and worse. In the past local residents had plenty of time to anticipate the coming floods, but nowadays
they cannot escape from them so easily. These days, it is common for them to find their homes terribly
damaged because of the floods, or worse still, some of them even lose their homes.

Absorbent pond made by people around Citarum river.

Land damage, especially around the upstream area is to
blame for these conditions. Environmentally unfriendly
agricultural technologies and practices of land management
are often found around the upstream area. Potato farming
generates erosion and land degradation as well as capacity
decline of the drainage due to high sedimentation.
Grass planting in the peak of Mount Wayang does not seem
to be the right solution considering the steep slopes around
the area. Utilizing grass as an inexpensive livestock feed has
been a reason for them to disobey the rules of nature
sustainability. The need to survive as well as the need to
earntheir livelihood have become the two main factors that
determine the behavior of people around the upstream area.

Heading Towards a Shared Goal
Current problems faced by Citarum river are very complex and a simple
solution is insufficient to solve a problem in a particular area. Therefore, it
should involve contributions of all parties in order to help improve the
conditions.
All in all, this requires cooperation, action, coordination, consolidation and
intensive communication among all parties; the government, private parties
and the public.

Majalaya Regency is also famous for its fresh water fisheries (above). Elemen Lingkungan (or known as ELINGAN) is an organization
which works towards environmental conservation. (Below) ELINGAN-assisted local people's handicrafts.

Heading Towards a Shared Goal
Nothing is impossible. In some parts of Citarum,
there have been some positive initiatives carried
out by local people, for example: facilities
renovation and construction supported by the
local government.
In addition, there are some groups who have
built water absorbent facilities (known locally as
embung-embung) to accommodate water during
the rainy season and keep it to be used during
the dry season; plant trees; recycle; and work
on more environmentally friendly farming and
fishery systems.
There are still many other actions left to do and
the residents still have to face a long winding
road and make a sustained effort to create a
considerably better future for the river. But every
journey always starts from a small single step to
eventually achieve the desired goal: to restore
Citarum river.

Mount Wayang during the dry season (above) and during rainy season (below). There is a massive critical area in this region
that requires attention and restoration.
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