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A Story from Ciwalengke

Ciwalengke Village is located at the edge of Majalaya Residence main street, West Java, and is surrounded
by a row of factories and rice fields. The village consists of small dense houses. The main road of the village
is more like an alleyway: narrow, winding and muddy.
In some parts of the village, there are small houses of 2x3 square meters for rent and they cost Rp.
70,000/month each. These houses are normally occupied by factory workers and street vendors. There are
also some people in this area who do not have a regular job so they spend their days doing different kinds
of jobs in order to fulfill their daily needs.
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People of Ciwalengke share a similar skin
problem. Their skin suffers from irritation.
“It'll just get worse if you scratch it,”said
Jajang (38 years old) while showing some
irritation on one of his feet.
Ruhayati (17 years old) keeps on stopping
her 7-month-old baby from scratching its
head. “It's really hard to stop babies from
scratching their skin. They become
irritable,”Ruhayati explained.
According to some tenants, they do not
usually have their own bathrooms or
toilets. “We usually bathe and wash our
clothes or dishes in public toilets built by
the landowner,” Ida (24 years old) claimed.

One of the toilets in Ciwalengke. The water in this toilet is also contaminated by waste disposal from the factories nearby.
People of Ciwalengke use the same water source for their daily usage.
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“The water in these toilets is taken directly from
the irrigation tunnels that run through this area.
And the problem is the factories nearby dispose
of their waste in those tunnels. We have no other
alternative but to use that water and that is why
all of us suffer from a similar skin problem,”
explained Ali (26 years old).
Knowing this condition well, people of Ciwalengke
do not use the water for either cooking or drinking.
One alternative, they get their drinking water from
their own wells.
However, they understand that this is not really a
solution to the problem because the underground
water has also been contaminated.
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As an alternative, some people try to make their own water distiller, but still this does not help much –
the distilled water is still dirty and can still cause irritation.
The best alternative would be for them to buy clean water for Rp. 3,500 per gallon. However, when they
do not have enough money to buy clean water they will just boil water from a nearby well and consume
it as drinking water.

xx

Despite knowing that the water is badly contaminated,
some people around Ciwalengke find it useful to use
the water from those irrigation tunnels. They, for
example, wash used-plastic-bags using the water before
they sell them to recycling factories.
One of them claimed that washing used-plastic bags
using the water could make them look a lot cleaner so
they could get better deal when selling the plastic bags.

xx

According to the local people, their problem is not merely
related to water. They have been complaining about the
smell which results from burning coal in nearby factories.
Although they realize that they do not live in a healthy
environment, they do not have any intentions to move
out.
“This is our home. This is where we make a living. Where
else should we go? Of course, I dream of a better situation.
I've had enough of this smelly environment and this skin
irritation,” said Ita (45 years old) hopefully.
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Ibu Ita’s Story
Ibu Ita (45 years old) is so worried about her husband,
Ojan (50 years old), who recently has not been very healthy.
“The doctor said that one of his lungs does not function
well anymore,”said Ibu Ita, showing us her husband's chest
x-ray.
To make a living, Ojan has been working as a batagor (fried
snack) seller. Ibu Ita explained that prior to finding out
about her husband's disease, she frequently found that
he got a high fever and terrible cough. Ojan did not pay
much attention to his own health – he just had to earn
money for the family. It is normal for Ojan to in the rain and go home very late in the evening.
When his condition got worse, he decided to have his health checked at the nearest public health
clinic and was sent to a hospital to have a further medical check. Ojan was recommended to have
bed rest and was on strong medication. Unfortunately, he did not have any choice but to keep on
working while getting regular treatment.
According to Ibu Ita, their family was once asked by their relative to leave Ciwalengke but she refused.
“This is our home, here is where we make a living. I do not really know what I can do if I leave this
place. I know that it is not comfortable here – polluted air, contaminated water – but this is our home
and we should stay here.”
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Skin Irritation
When the people of Ciwalengke are asked a particular question on how many people in Ciwalengke suffer from
skin irritation, they would simply answer, “Who doesn't?”

Everyone in the area claims that the cause of their skin
irritation is the water taken from the irrigation tunnels of
Citarum River.
According to them, the water from these irrigation tunnels
is very dirty and smelly, especially when it carries waste
disposal from the factories nearby. However, they
understand that closing down the factories is not a solution
– many of their family members work at those factories.
“What we want is clean water. We don't want to suffer
from skin irritation anymore. But what is the solution for
that?”
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Clean water, clean toilets and proper sanitation are their dream for the future
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